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Crafton Contracting Company (“Crafton”) and Vogel Sheet Metal and Heating, Inc.
(“Vogel”) appeal the trial court’s judgment denying enforcement of the mechanic’s liens they
placed on the Plaza Frontenac shopping mall against its owner, Plaza Frontenac Acquisition,
LLC (“Plaza Frontenac”). Because we find that the court erroneously declared and applied the
law, we reverse and remand.

REVERSED AND REMANDED.

DIVISION THREE HOLDS: The trial court erred by strictly construing the mechanic’s
lien statute because under Missouri law the statute is to be construed favorably to uphold the
rights of laborers and materialmen. This led to an erroneous interpretation of the mechanic’s lien
statute, and the trial court erroneously applyied the law when it found that Allen Edmonds was
not Plaza Frontenac’s agent under the mechanic’s lien statute. Further, the trial court misapplied
the law on the question of whether Crafton and Vogel’s improvements were substantial and
permanent by using a mathematical equation comparing the relative size and value of the
improvements to the overall size and value of the owner’s property.
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